Trolley conductor Scott Maits waves for people to join him on the trolley. The driver is Bill Monahan, a leading
member of the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Group. The trofley is a rebuilt 1947 PCT trolley.

Next stop ... the past

By Chloe Mayam Maher
CORRESFONDENT

DARBY — The borough cele-
brated its history last weekend
at the third annual

“We’re using history
to try and bring
hope and renewal.”

Scott Maits
Trolley tour guide

OcTrolleyFest,

Events all over the town were
connected by a restored 1947
PCC trolley running a loop by
the historic sites. Visitors could
ride for free on the trolley, enjoy-
ing a gnided tour by Scott Maits,
local historian and caretaker at
the Blue Bell Inn, built in 1766,

The first trolley stop was by
the Old Swedes Mill, which is
going to get a Pennsylvania his-
toric marker within the next
Vear.

Pritz's Mill, built in 1646, is
now only a pile of rocks in
Cobbs Creek, but the historic
area marks the first water pow-
ered mill in Pennsylvania and
the crossing of the Minguas

Indian Trail.

The mill was the “first indus-
trial site in Pennsylvania,” notes
Maits.

Events were also taking place at
the Drarby Free Library; the oldest
continually operated public library
int the country (since 1743).

Marshall Becker gave a talk
on the Lenni Lenape, and Ken
Springirth was signing books,
including his newest: “Suburban
Philadelphia Trolleys.”

Vans took visitors from the
library to a tour of historic Eden
Cemetery in Collingdale.

The trolley rolled past Yeadon
Plaza, a modern shopping cen-

see TROLLEY FESTIVAL page 4






