HISTORICAL MARKER NOMINATION FORM
This form is available for downloading online at www.phme.state.pa.us.
Review Policies for Approval, and then complete this form. Please type or print, using font size no
smaller than 10 point.

1. State name of person (include birth and death dates), event, or site to be commemorated.
Printz’s Mill, (AKA Sweeds Mill, Old Swedes Mill, Mélndal, Mondal)

2. Please use the space below to provide a historical overview and specify fully the

historical significance of the person, event, or site. Be sure to explain why this marker will have
meaning for people from the whole state or country, not just from your own community. If of
broader significance, be sure to describe the subject's Pennsylvania connection. Be concise. Do
not exceed the space provided.

Printz’s Mill was built in 1646 by Swedish Governor Johann Printz on present day Cobbs Creek,
some 35 years before the arrival of William Penn. “Sweeds Mill” was noted on Thomas Holme’s
1683 Map of the Province of Pennsylvania. A “Norse” or “splash” mill, it was Pennsylvania’s
first water-driven grist mill, and rightly called the birthplace of Pennsylvania industry. The
Swedes referred to the place as “Mélndal” which means “Flour Valley” or “The Place of the
Mill” and the Lenape called the mill creek “Karakung.” The mill site is on the Piedmont fall line
and on the route of the Great Minquas (Indian) Path (Pennsylvania’s first highway) connecting
the Susquahannock with the Delaware and Schuylkill River fur trade. Later known as
Kingsessing, (resting within the jurisdiction of the Court of Upland 1676-1681 which moved
nearby before its dissolution) the site is directly on the King’s Highway to the south (original
Post Road/today’s busy Woodland Ave/Main St, Darby) and heavily trafficked Cobbs Creek
Parkway which becomes Island Road to I-95 and the International Airport. Additional
information can be found at www.darbvhistorv.com .

In the present day, the mill and creek are both within the extensive green belt known as Cobbs
Creek Park and part of the city’s Fairmount Park System. An extension of the new Cobbs Creek
Multi Use Trail is planned linking the site to other natural and historical resources. Adjacent to
the historic Blue Bell Inn, (Swedish corner fireplace, scene of many events, personages and
processions including the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route, Washington’s
welcome to Phila. as first President, advance and retreat from Brandywine, etc.) the site was the
most important colonial land gateway to the city. The location marks the boundary between
Philadelphia and Delaware Counties in keeping with the site’s historic role as meeting place and
center of activity for over 360 years

In 1926, as part of the celebration of the US Sesquicentennial, a Scandinavian mill was brought

to the United States and erected on the spot by the Swedish Colonial Society with the help of the
Swedish Crown. That mill was washed away in 1928. There is a replica of the mill at the Hagley
Museum and there are visible square holes in the rock below the dam which are believed to date
back to the original mill.

It is respectfully submitted that the pre-Penn settlements in the area of Southwest Philadelphia,
including the first water driven mill, were eclipsed by the waves of English settlement that came
with Penn, and that this significant area has been given relatively little attention. A marker in
this location would help to establish a baseline for understanding the settlement patterns that
followed, and would be a significant educational tool for understanding the early history of the
Commonwealth.
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3. Please provide a draft of the text for the marker. (Note: A final text will be written in collaboration
with PHMC staff.)

Title: PRINTZ’s or OLD SWEDES MILL

1646 site of first successful mill & industry in Pa. by New Sweden Gov Johann Printz 35 years
before Pennsylvania. Primitive Norse type mill. Square anchoring holes still visible in rock below
later mill dam used into 1900s. Village & blockhouse called “Mdélndal,” “Flour Valley” or “Place
of the Mill” along Indian“Karakung” (Cobbs Creek) at fall line crossing on the Great Minquas
(Indian) Path. Replacement mill erected during US Sesquicentennial by Swedish Colonial Society
& Crown washed away 1928.

4. Are you requesting a city type marker (27 x 41'%”, approx. cost $1300.00) or a roadside type
marker (45%5” x 45 %47, approx. cost $1700.00)? X Roadside type [1[] City type

5. Bibliographical data — From what publications can further information be secured to understand the
historical background, to evaluate historical significance, and to prepare a proper marker text?

If completing this form as a Word document, you may delete the underlines or type over them using
the “insert” key on your computer keyboard.

Author: Amandus Johnson
Title: Swedish Settlements on the Delaware
Date & Publisher: University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, (1911)

If there is an additional published source you wish to reference, list it below.

Author: Henry Paxon
Title: Where Pennsvlvania History Began
Date & Publisher: (1926)

If there is an additional published source you wish to reference, list it below.
Author: SYLVESTER K. STEVENS
Title: Brief History of the Colonization of New Sweden

Date & Publisher: THE PENNSYLVANIA 300th ANNIVERSARY COMMISSION in cooperation with the
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION and the DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (1938)

If the source of further information is an individual person,
please furnish his or her name and address.

Name:

Address:

Phone number:
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If you wish to provide additional sources of information, feel free to attach a list, utilizing

the above format for referencing them. You are encouraged to attach copies of excerpts from essential
published or unpublished primary or secondary source material. This material should support the
overview you have written above, and verify your claims.

a) 2 photocopies of portion of 1683 Thomas Holme Map showing “Sweeds Mill”

b) Copy of 1926 map showing mill, Minquas path, Blue Bell, and other area features
¢) Aerial view of site with proposed marker location

d) Copy of photo showing Swedish Mill (replacement) in 1926 and present day

6. Describe the suggested marker site. Are there any surviving features, built or

topographical, that relate to the proposed commemoration? (While survival of such features is not a
determining factor in the approval of markers, a suggested marker should be close enough to the site
described to take advantage of any features that do survive. It should also be located so as to maximize
accessibility to the public.) If possible, please attach a photograph.

The suggested marKker site is highly visible and just to the east of the Cobbs Creek Bridge
overlooking the dam and mill site adjacent to the Blue Bell Inn (1766 or earlier) on Cobbs Creek.
The site is just to the west of the point where Cobbs Creek Parkway becomes Island Road and
Woodland Avenue becomes Main Street in Darby. The site is accessible by public transportation
(No. 11 SEPTA trolley - started as a horsecar line in 1858 and celebrated by yearly
OcTrolleyFest) and on the proposed greenway connecting to Fort Mifflin and the East Coast
Greenway. The site is also on the Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route which is
expected to be marked as a National Heritage Trail. For more information visit
www.darbyhistory.com

Provide information on suggested marker site:

[f completing this form as a Word document, you may delete the underlines or type over them using
the “insert” key on your computer keyboard.

County: Philadelphia

Street address or intersection (town or city location): (“325 Main St.” or “southwest corner of Main
and Oak Streets”)

7303 Woodland Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19142

Highway route number (for locations other than city streets): (“Pa.322")
Nearest town and distance in miles: (“2 miles east of Centerville™)
If not a highway, identify closest highway route and give approximate distance from it: (.5 miles
south of Pa. 6)

If the marker is suggested for placement inside a park, specify exact location within the park:
(“Adjacent to gazebo in Memorial Park; along Main Street side of park™)

Proposed site is at southern tip of Cobbs Creek Park (Fairmount Park) adjacent to the Blue Bell
Tavern.






